THE NILGIRI HILLS
When the Kurumba is not employed in hunting
or performing magic he cuts firewood, gathers
honey, and collects other produce of the forest
for which there is a sale in the agricultural
villages. He also makes an excellent woodman
in the service of the Government Forest
Department.
In addition to the Kurumbas and other forest
tribes there exists on the Nilgiris a, strange race
of aboriginals known as the Todas. They are of
dark complexion with curly hair. They wear no
turban or cap. A blanket of local manufacture
serves as dress. It is draped over their bodies, and
its rough surface sheds the raindrops like the coat
of an animal.
Their marriage customs have brought them a
kind of notoriety, as they practise polyandry. The
brothers of a family share a wife between them.
Only one brother remains at home. The rest go
out with their herds of buffaloes to pasture them
in the distant valleys where grass is plentiful.
They^take it by turn to stay at home with the
woman and her children, and under this system no
difficulties occur of choice or favour.
They are a pastoral people avoiding the forests
and keeping to the grassy slopes with their